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Here is a gripping account of the major postwar trial of the Nazi hierarchy in World War II. The

Nuremberg Trial brilliantly recreates the trial proceedings and offers a reasoned, often profound

examination of the processes that created international law. From the whimpering of Kaltenbrunner

and Ribbentrop on the stand to the icy coolness of Goering, each participant is vividly drawn.
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This book must be the best account of the Nuremberg trial out there. OK, I'll admit I haven't read all

the other accounts, but this one gives all the information any interested person needs to know about

the trial without getting mired in needless detail. Plus it's written in narrative style and the Tusa's

personal observations are side splittingly funny at times (Hard to imagine for such a serious topic,

but they do it)The book begins before the actual trial and details the discussions that the four

powers had about the trial - what the scope of it would be, which countries would be represented,

what the charges would be, who would fund it etc... The actual pre-trial preparation was such a

mammoth task and this book helps the reader appreciate the difficulties facing the judges, lawyers

and administrative staff.After this introduction, we get a view of the prosecution and defence teams

and the judges. The Tusas have done an excellent job by bringing us behind the scenes of the

actual trail and getting us up close and personal with the 'stars' at the trial. They help us understand

where the judges are coming from and how the different systems make it difficult for them to agree

on certain aspects of the trial - very accessible to those who aren't lawyers.What is the more

interesting part of this book is the character studies of the various defendants. The Tusas have



succeeded in making these men come alive. I was reminded of the movie Nuremburg with Alec

Baldwin when I read the description of Goering and Speer. (Incidentally that would be an excellent

movie to watch after reading this book.). The cases against these men are explained both from the

prosecution and the defence side.
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